FLIGHTS BY NIGHT AND IN STORMS

I felt this would be a difficulty, as at Ziza one often
fiies at about 300 feet struggling with the down currents;
and it might be hard to rise above the layer, for some time.
If one were compelled to fly about in it, one might be
partially blinded. I took off; and just as I was success-
fully surmounting the mist layer, which did not turn
out to be so dense as I had expected, I noticed my
starboard oil pressure had fallen right back, so I had,
after firing a green light for Uncle's benefit, to land
again. This was nasty with such a heavy load. I
accomplished it without misadventure. The other two
landed also. My fitter took the relief valve down,
and after one or two runs up of the engine, the trouble
was rectified.

Ziza to Point beft&een L.G. M and L*G. O. To-day
was Friday I3th, and I thought half-humorously what
effect this would have on our journey. The sun was
shining brightly and it bade fair to be good weather.
We had an uncomfortable weather report of rain from
Ramadi. We sailed along over the Jebel Mugher
without difficulty, past Kasr Kharana, south of Azrak.
At this time the track was showing up exceptionally
well as one looked towards the sun. From Azrak one
could see the thin line of the mud flats at D, and half
following the track, we made straight for it. I let
Barrett fly and made one or two sketches of the "Land
of Conjecture" from the "Plain of Sorrows." I noted
the two characteristic mud flats on the "Plain of Sorrows"
and the pied wadi going eastward from Azrak toward
the hills at D. By the time we reached D we were over
5,000 feet.

This is the first time I had flown over the "Land of
Conjecture" at a good height, and I was able to view